
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
This year your child will participate in an intense, systematic phonics program. Phonics teaches 
beginning readers the phonetic (or spoken) value of letters, letter combinations, and syllables. 
Although reading is not the main goal of kindergarten, it is what most children want to learn more 
than anything else when they begin school. 

Reading is learned most easily when taught in a systematic way. This program presents information 
incrementally (in small, easily understandable bits) and reviews them daily. New learning gradually 
builds upon old learning, and regular practice reinforces both. Through this process of incremental 
development and continual practice and review, your child will experience success every day. 

You can help your child in several ways. First, review your child's schoolwork and ask what he/she 
learned every day. This will reinforce the concepts taught. Second, have your child practice reading 
words on the reading practice sheets, worksheets, sight word cutouts, and other materials sent 
home. Third, listen attentively as your child reads. Finally, read your child the comprehension 
questions in the back of the readers, and help him/her answer them, if necessary. The practice 
materials will include any needed directions, and additional information may be sent home to help 
you participate in your child's learning. 

Recent research indicates the importance of developing phonological and phonemic awareness when 
learning to read. Phonological awareness is a broad group of skills needed for recognizing rhymes 
and letter/sound groupings within words. An essential component of phonological awareness is 
phonemic awareness. Phonemic awareness is: 

1. an awareness that words consist of separate sounds and 

2. the ability to hear and manipulate those sounds. 

Your child will be given a brief oral assessment before beginning phonics to determine his/her levels 
of phonological and phonemic awareness. During this assessment, your child will be asked to: 

1. tell whether two words are the same or different; 

2. distinguish between a single-syllable and multisyllable word; 

3. tell whether two words rhyme and think of a rhyming word; 

4. tell whether two letter sounds are the same or different; and 

5. identify the initial sound when given a group of words beginning with the same letter. 

Children must develop a basic level of phonemic awareness before they can learn phonics, so 
identifying those who need extra help is crucial. Most children are ready to begin the phonics 
program after some focused practice. Activities to help your child acquire phonological and phonemic 
awareness will be provided, and doing them takes only a few minutes each day. 

If your child learns to read this year, that's great! If your child learns only letters and sounds, that's 
great, too! If you ever sense that your child feels unsuccessful or frustrated, please let me know so I 
can adjust the program's activities. 

Sincerely, 
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Parent/Guardian: These charts demonstrate some of the sounds and phonetic coding your child will 
be learning throughout the year. 

Coding Chart	 Letters	 Codemarks	 Keywords	 Examples 

Single Vowels

short vowels 

vowel rule: ire 
A vowel followed by a 
consonant within a 
syllable is short.

a 

e 

i 

o 

u

a 

6 

i 

6 

ii.

apple 

elephant 

inch 

octopus 

umbrella

hat 

elk 

sit 

Off 

gum 

long vowels 

vowel rule: v-, 
A vowel not followed 
by a consonant within 
a syllable is long.

a 

e 

i 

o 

u

a 

e 

i 

6. 

U

acorn 

equal 

icicle 

overalls 

unicorn

a 

he 

hi 

go 

flu 

a- e a- e cake gate 

Vowel-Consonant-E e-e e-e concrete here 

vowel rule:	 r--.(/ i- e dime kite 

The silent e makes the vowel long. o-e 6- e hose n5pe 

u-e - cube tune 

Digraphs

consonant 
digraphs

ck 

th 

th 

sh 

ch

ck 

th 

th 

sh 

ch 

duck 

feather 

thimble 

shark 

cheese

lock 

that 

thin 

shell 

chin 

vowel 
digraphs

00 

oo 

ee ee

hook 

tooth 

sheep

book 

moon 

seed 

*Complete coding (designating between the short and long sounds of oo) is for the teacher's information only. 
Kindergartners are not required to code o'13 and ob. 

qu qu quilt quiz 

ar ar star car 
Combinations

er er butter fern 

or or horse fork 

Spelling Chart
	 Rules	 Examples 

K & C Spelling Rules 

(Initial and Medial Positions)

k before e, i, or y 

c before a, o, u, or any 
consonant

keg, kid, milky 

cat, cot, pact 

Final /k/ Spelling Rule 

(Final Position)

ck after a short vowel black duck 

lock
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